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Abstract .

Political Thought In Syria During the French
Mandate 1920-1946

Prepared by
Mustfa Abd Al-Rahmane Al-Assaf

Supervisor

Prof. Ali Mahafzah

The post World War 1 era formed an important period of change
in the Arab world at the thought , political , social and economic
levels. This change was manifested in the defeat of the Ottoman
empire that used to rule the Arab world. The Ottoman empire was
then replaced by the western colonization which had different forms
and names such as colonization , mandate, etc. A new situation
emerged and contact with the west became direct. The consequences
of that stage are still manifest these days. £9 YaA-

Bilad at sham, in general, and Syria in particular has been
influential in the Arab world. During the french mandate and the end

of the. 19 Th. century, Syria played the major role in shaping thought
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patterns in the Arab world. The important role that Syria played
motivated the researcher to investigate this topic. This study consists
of four chapters. The first chapter investigated the period 1850-1920
because of the many common [features that characterize this period.
These features and conditions led to the development of the Arab
Nationalim at a time when the [ollowers of the party of Ittihad wa al-
Taraqqi we active in practising rdacism. Finally, the Arabs became
independent of the Turks.

The second chapter entitled "Thought movements and their
political Organizations" was devoted o the study of :

A.  The Islamic movement which stemmed from the fact that
the Syrian people were Muslims.

B.  The national trend which always emphasized Arabism as
an identity to all Arabs in the Arab World.

C.  The regional trend which developed during the mandate
period: This movement aimed at improving the regional conditions at
the level of each country.

The third chapter discussed the attitude of the political thinkers
in Syria towards the mandate and the national unity.

The fourth chapter entitled "Political thought and International
political theories" examined the relationship between political thought

in Syria and Europe.
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